human wildliFe conflict

Action Sheet 2

What is this Action Sheet about?
It’s about Human-Wildlife Conflict (or HWC for short). HWC describes any situation where wild animals
cause problems for people. Wild animals may damage people’s crops, they may destroy people’s
houses and property, and they may even endanger people’s lives. There are many different forms of
conflict, but they are all similar in that they have a negative effect upon the people involved. Wild
animals that cause conflict with people are often called ‘problem animals’.

Who is affected by HWC?
HWC happens across the world, from bears raiding dust bins in American suburbs to chimps raiding
crops in the forests of central Africa. Wherever people and wildlife come into contact there is potential
for conflict. However, the people who are most likely to be affected are those living in remote villages
surrounded by woodland where many animals live. In Africa, rural farmers suffer from conflict with
wildlife because they share the landscape with wild animals.
So why does conflict occur?
Many of the big animals of Africa need large areas of land to survive. National parks do not always
cover all the land which these large animals need and so they move outside the parks. But people
have settled on the land that wild animals once used and this is one reason why animals like
elephants and buffaloes come into conflict with humans. In other cases people have settled around
sources of permanent water and in the dry season the animals are forced to enter the villages in order
to drink.
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What animals cause conflict with people?
In Africa a wide range of animals cause problems for
people. Many animals raid crops: elephants and
buffaloes eat all food crops; monkeys and baboons eat
maize and fruits; bush pigs love potatoes and ground
nuts; and birds eat the seeds from sorghum. Large and
dangerous animals such as hippos and elephants may
injure or kill people. They move around at night so that
people living nearby are often too scared to travel after
dark. Elephants and buffaloes may use the same water
holes as people. When the animals are there, people
may be too scared to use them. Lions and hyenas may
eat people’s cattle and goats, and may also attack
people occasionally.
What effect does conflict have upon people?
HWC makes it more difficult for a farmer to survive.
When animals damage crops or eat livestock, they are
making it harder for a farmer to feed his or her family.
Subsistence farmers will rely upon the food they grow
to see them through the rest of the year, and if there is
not enough they will face serious problems. The same
applies when livestock are killed by wild animals. But
the most serious form of conflict is when someone is
killed by a wild animal.
Who is responsible for controlling conflict?
The national government is usually responsible for controlling problem animals. However, in some
situations, local government or local committees are also involved. The most common way of dealing
with problem animals is either to scare them away using gun shots or to build fences to protect crops
and livestock. In serious cases the problem animal may be shot. However, these methods are not
always very effective. Animals stop being scared of gun shots and may find ways to break through
fences. Where animals have been shot and killed, others often take their place.
Why not kill all the animals?
Wild animals are part of the African environment - without them, the landscape would change and
some of these changes could hurt people (see Box 1). In addition, wild animals have other values.
Some people make money from showing these animals to tourists who have nothing like them in their
own countries. In some areas, community projects are funded by money from wildlife hunting, which
provides direct benefits to local people. Many people believe that wildlife is important for its own sake
and for the cultural and religious importance it holds. They argue that the world would be a poorer
place without it. Finding ways to live with wildlife will help protect the whole environment for the
benefit of humans and animals alike.
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Box 1: How big cats control other pests.
Big cats such as leopards may occasionally kill goats and other livestock, and thus can be a
problem to farmers. However, they also perform a vital role in controlling wildlife pests. Leopards
kill baboons for food, and in doing so control the size of the baboon population. If the leopards were
to disappear, the baboon troops would get bigger and bigger, and would cause more damage to
people’s crops. Therefore it is important to conserve leopards and recognise the pest control
service they provide.
So how do we reduce conflict?
The best way to reduce conflict with wildlife is to use a combination of different methods. Conflict
reduction methods are known as deterrents, because they aim to deter (stop) the animal from causing
the problem. For example, if elephants are damaging your crops then you can build fences and form
co-operative guarding groups. You can try new methods such as chilli dung bricks and bangers. You
should also seek assistance from game scouts if they are available in your area. By using a variety of
new and traditional methods you stand the best chance of protecting your crops and livestock against
wildlife. Please see Action Sheets 4: Reducing crop-raiding by elephants; 6: Protecting against
primates; and 7: Protecting livestock against predators for more details.
Monitoring conflict
It is important to monitor conflict. This means recording the type of animal that causes the problem,
and the damage that it does. Monitoring conflict will help you to pinpoint where the worst conflict
occurs. This information will help you to direct your deterrent efforts to where they are most needed.
In addition, monitoring conflict will help you to see how effective your deterrent methods are. If the
deterrents work well, then the amount of conflict should become less over time. Please see Action
Sheet 3: Monitoring Human Wildlife Conflict.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACTS
The PACE Contacts Directory – Living with Wildlife section lists organisations involved in wildlife conservation.
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